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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable overVazvan 
(WO- 9613814) in view of Jonstromer (US Patent No 6142369). 

Regarding claims 11-13, Vazvan discloses a device for acquiring information relating to 
payment means (figs. 1-2) and for transferring this information to a server center of a banking 
organization (page 2, lines 8-21), the device comprising means for reading the payment means 
connected to a central processing unit and means for dialing telephone numbers associated with a 
modem for establishing a telephone link with the server center (page 2, lines 24-30), in which the 
means for dialing telephone numbers and the associated modem consist of elements of wireless 
telephony circuits (pages 5-6). 

However, Vazvan does not specifically disclose the features of a second means for 
dialing telephone numbers and a second modem associated with these means, consisting of 
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elements of wired telephony circuits, and a switching facility for selectively placing the central 
unit in communication with the first or second means for dialing telephone numbers. 

On the other hand, Jonstromer, from the same field of endeavor, discloses an electronic 
transaction system for conducting electronic financial transactions including a smart card 
configured to store a plurality of payer electronic credits and a communication module 
configured to transmit the electronic credits from the smart card to a party selected from a 
plurality of addressable parties accessible through a Public Switched Telephone Network. The 
smart card having a storage device configured to store the electronic credits and a computational 
device configured to debit or credits the electronic credits. The communications module 
including an actuation device configured to generate a signal for transmitting the electronic 
credits to the party, a routing device configured to produce an address of the party, a video 
display unit configured to display credit transfer data, and a keypad configured to enter details of 
an electronic transfer (col. 1, line 50- col. 2, line 13; col. 3, lines 10-32). Furthermore, 
Jonstromer shows in figure 4, a telephone that comprises a smart card reader connected directly 
to the PSTN 16. The SIM contains subscriber specific information, such as the subscriber's 
telephone account identification and the premium services which the subscriber is entitled to 
access (col. 5, lines 1-35). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to apply the technique of Jonstromer to the 
communication system of Vazvan in order to establish a safe and simple charge payment method 
in the mail-order via telephone lines. 

Regarding claim 14, Vazvan as modified discloses a device for acquiring information 
relating to payment means (figs. 1-2) and for transferring this information to a server center of a 
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banking organization (page 2, lines 8-21), comprising a first means for dialing telephone 
numbers and the associated modem are disposed in a box separate from the remainder of the 
device and in that the box comprises, connected at the input of these latter, a circuit for 
emulating a switched telephone network associated with means for detecting telephone numbers 
dialed by said second means for dialing and means for matching the speeds of transmission of 
the data transmitted between the first and second means for dialing telephone numbers (page 5, 
lines 7-27;page 7, lines 7-21). 

Regarding claim 15, Vazvan as modified discloses a device for acquiring information 
relating to payment means (figs. 1-2) and for transferring this information to a server center of a 
banking organization (page 2, lines 8-21), comprising a matching means consist of means of 
temporary storage of the data (page 6). 

Regarding claims 16-17, Vazvan as modified discloses a device for acquiring information 
relating to payment means (figs. 1-2) and for transferring this information to a server center of a 
banking organization (page 2, lines 8-21), comprising an emulating circuit that is connected 
to the second means for dialing telephone numbers by a wireless link, in particular an 
infrared link of the IrDA type (page 7). 

Regarding claim 18, Vazvan as modified discloses a device for acquiring information 
relating to payment means (figs. 1-2) and for transferring this information to a server center of a 
banking organization (page 2, lines 8-21), comprising a first means for dialing telephone 
numbers are connected to a wireless telephone set (page 7). 

Regarding claim 19, Vazvan as modified discloses a device for acquiring information 
relating to payment means (figs. 1-2) and for transferring this information to a server center of a 
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banking organization (page 2, lines 8-21), comprising a first means for dialing telephone 
numbers are connected to the telephone set by a wireless link, in particular an infrared link of the 
IrDA type (pages 6-7). 

Regarding claim 20, Vazvan as modified discloses a device for acquiring information 
relating to payment means (figs. 1 -2) and for transferring this information to a server center of a 
banking organization (page 2, lines 8-21), comprising an electronic payment terminal (page 6). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Katz et al discloses a method and system for transferring telecommunication-time units 
with a pre-purchased amount for making telephone calls and for use other than making telephone 
calls. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marceau Milord whose telephone number is 571-272-7853. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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